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' c:n?ir·e, \·..:h)r;h h-=! divided into 20 _~.:l:r·,-\}">S or prc,-..•inr.:~·!s ;:'_);;n;;c:_ .. :d b)' 

a r.etwnrk of i:•iD·)ri.~l •·co.ds. • i.Jt a 1 ::--;r.;;, t 
• .... 

until it ..... as.._::~t···~Jy~d 
---~~ 

w~re soon succ~ed~~ by the. Parth-i;;n d'i·~astv, ~hich in turn , . 

was fol1o~ed by the S~ssanids, who ruled for 4~0 years fr~n the third to 

the sev..::nth c~nturies .1\.D. cind \.,oho restored the glory of ancient i'cr-sia. 

In 65) 1 ho>..tever, the Arab i:was1on Sh'ept <:~<:ross t'f..:rsia, which for the 

next nine centuries wa5 ruled by a succ~s~ion of foreiJ~ co~querors. A 

native Persian dynasty of the 16th cc::i tury 

•..-1f>(:n the Sc.fav.ids. c.7.;;:e to power; thcir_rule lasted av~r 200 years .and 
~ 

reached its peak under.Shah Abbas from 1537 to 1620. Invading Afghans 

cverthrc>,. t~·v:: Savavirls in 1722 .:;nd \..:ere in turn ddv\!n out by l~adir Shah~ 

a Turkic-spe.:;~;ing tribesman 'r:ho l<•t.mcht"!d a campai:Jn of conquest that 
... 
inclu~ed invasions of India and the Caucasus. The s~cceeding dynasty, 

th.'it of the Qaj<lrs, l.asy%~til tnr! early 192~'s ~•hen Reza Kh,ln~ a colonel 

in the Iranian army's C~ssack Division, seized power in a military coup. 

Shah in 1925, deposing the Q<>j~rs and found-ing the 

H ~en Iran was occupied in 1941 by British and ·. 
Soviet.troops in order to guarantee the Allied su?ply routa to the 

Reza Shah 
em~attled Russians,/_ abdicated and was succeeded by his son 1 Mohammad 

Rcza P~hlavi, the ~res~nt Shah. 

2. rhe people 

Of Iran's population in 1952 of u~der 18 ~ill1on, c.ore 

than 70~.; · ... ere ethnic Iranians of !rdc-E~.~rop~an stock; ?ersians r;;ade up 

3 Se! ~r;~ndix 8 for bioJr~phic det~ils on ~~za Sh~h. 

't!jJilf:Z.S:rr~~~~zJJ .· , 
. ···- ~·,.. 
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' . ~-'ssyr1~ns., P~rsL:sn (or 

ln us.~. 

A1Go~t ~11 Iranians ara Shia ~uslims, in contrast to the Sunnis 

I···' • (·' I,· .. ,.. j· I - .. • l -· •) 1'\~l ·•0·•C·•.: .. ,~· 5 :on-111- a<.1·•'t in 

:-cl.;-·:;t~-d by t_;,e c:onsensus of the :'·~us lim c::;;:;;·,,tmi ty. Although there is 

b~rs of th~ r.:!-ligious c-:x:ifi·;unity. A cleric of li:nited theological 

training is a "mullah, 11 \·:hile one- ;.;ho has studie_d at a higher -insti-

tution is ~1' 1 •:1ujt.1h\d11 and qu3lifled to adjudicate questi·:>ns of 
, ·. 

t1orne t!1,: ho;'lnra·ry title of "/\yatol t.=sh, 11 and the le,=sder at the Shrine 

f~ 
c:t th\:! d :.y of Qo:n may issue decrees Hh ich h.:.1ve the force of 1 aito the 

fo:dthful. /, ccsc.;ndant of ~~oh<'lO: .. ~Old r..:Jy l:S>:~ t('.e title 11Sa)•yid" as pal"'t 
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~h~J t . inc 1 uc!.:d ~y ·. :.· 

imp6rters, hankers, ~nd m~rch~nts. Ti-·e urban rn{d .. :n,~ cl c:ss con!>i sted 

:nainly of sm-?11,.mer..:.hants_, craftsiO'len, lo._.,.~r level . 
·~nd as a 9r-:.,:.rp h.:td not bm"'lef\ ted g•·c,,tl y fro•n the econci;;)c d~v := 1 op;; .. :-n t 

~~~~ 
;:;nd educa t i on.~l oppor tun i ties of the pr~vious t•.·JO der.:ades. fhc cay 

. -· 

I ... ,_ . 
• i.. 
i . ,. 
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i~ 
laborers, street vendors 1 and service workers H<.:re at the bot:torn of the 

. . jl 

.'in the 1950 era : a·s· -t:cnants; bo~nd to . · 
---.f 

' -·- --·-· .-......... ,_. ___ · .... ·-.· . ·- L 
L 

r 
their landlords by an at rnos t. f euda 1 .... sys_ .. e:n. Outside the I rani. an soci at 

structure were the fdbes, whose sod al systt:m in times of peace impeded 

the progress and modernization of Iran and was a scurce.of ~~akness. 
; - ... 

ho\-;ever 1 the tribes were a source of 

. In .i ,. 

I 
1941-45 th~y remained rel atlvel y untouched by the gen•r•l collapse, but I 

internal nonetheless national t 

.~:" :: :ordorr: ~: :::: g ,::.:~: ::::: ::y :.: ::w ::: :::~:: ~:· i :~ :::1 t:~ ::::u::: · . ~. . I 
; ... 

national loyalties~ ~nd readinesi to resort to violence. 

As a people, Iranians have-been d~~cribed4 as h.-wi~g an intense ·. -; 

national pride th:tt has resulted from a fairly ho>':'log;:neous stock an.d a 

2,500-ye~r history.·· 
. - . .. -· In spite of this pride ·in the 

... ;, . ,. 
. · .. ~. 

i 
t 

I ... -. I 
I 

~---:·~~-.-:· f 
achicv~rr..'!nts of past dynasties and th~ high level of intellig~n~e a:nor:tg .··:;::..::: ! 

-· _··.:,•::· . . ·'.· .·: . . :-·::: ,·~.: -~- ·-. i 
• i 

those who have had the means to develop thair potentials, the nati~nal ' 

l:'lCV~iO:~O t of the 1950 1 S '2CCOI!lp J l Shed } l t t J e • 
•· 

4 John 1'\"rlow in Iran: A Short Politic-al Gu~_,-Fred~·rick·A. 
1!c·.-~ York; 1963. 
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a cynicisrn t~~t d~spises cnthu5iasm, by an i1~p~ticnce that derides 

! 
! 
I , 
I 
r • 
i 
t . 

cal•:ubtion~ ar,J by a volubility that abhors discr~tion. Their natic:taHs:n 
. _,.).- . . 

I . 
l 

thus h3s la·.:~c:.1t:" uir of c=;~~n puri"Jcse, of Hi 11-ingness to s.=~cri fice. 

of the dedication that has· giv~n impetus to the national 1:1ovem.:::nts of 

In i950 Ir-an \.;~s still b2sically an agricultural nation 

· •·d th a 
···- . - ··--- -- . 

b.a·: K>.:a c d, econ;:;:•1'f.::_) _. -· .. --·- --· _____ . -· .. _______ _ - -~-------:-- -----.. q-:-
- · farming, st·.::.,ck rafsing1 forestry, cmd 

. ~ . - - -- . 
. . 

probably accounted for half the 9ross natlon~l pcoduct; wh~at was the ·. 

m~jor crop, followed by barley, rice, cotton, and tobacco. Manufacturing 
·-

H.1S gro\ving in 1r.~p·:H·tance_, \'lith textiles--cotton Ctnd wool--leading the-

c~nent 1 match,·and glass industries, although food processing was still 

the most important non-oil activity. ·. 
Oil. of ccurse, priof' to 1951 when the effects of the dispute with· 

I. 

the British ..:ere s~verely felt, W'3s contributing_ i:ibout a third of 

f. i 

lf:_.i 
.... 

I 
. 1 

I 

,. ;i 

I ! 
I ! 
l . 
I . : 
r . 

. . I 
f:. 
t 
~-~-

i 
t . . -·. .._ ... 
r 
t_. 

... ,. ; ... 
. ' I 

budgetar~ r~venue ~nd nearly two-thirds of forei~n exchange. Oil ravenues 
. If . ·. . .· . . . 

t. 
l ; .... 
{; 

the ~.:a'i"~~·ded~ go1 ng from~] .13 mi lll on ·~ ~ - ·- in 
, 

started to climb when 

cJ': 16.03 mi 11 ion 
.. . -

in 19so; by. 
.. ' " 

In 1950, 31,2l],OOO.f.;el:ric"t~ns. - ... 
.·_.;· ,._ 

1952, they w~re only£3.3 million. 

of oil ware exported,·but tliis·f~·1·1 to9,15S,ooo metric ton; i~-19st.~nd .. '"_··. 
. . . 

to a pitifvl Jl~_,ooo matric to~s in 1952 -v;hen tne 3ritish l•!ft. 
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In July 1906~ hqwever, po?ular r~sentment a~ainst the ex~esses of ~uz~ffir 
·~-. 

ad-Din, a Shah o'f the Q.::~jar dynasty \-i:v::.-;;e excursions t'o Europa \·k:r:; nearly 

~~ 
bankru?ting his country's tre~sury, gr~~ so strong that wid~s?read da~on-

strations and riots forced him· to proclaim a co~stitution. This relatively 
... 

liberal· document~ 1
. · ed . 

supp er.:en~.1;-n 1907 and a~~nd~d in 1925 1 and 1957, 

provided for a guv~.rru"i.:r.t of thr6a ,b:-~;;chc.s • 
. 

Has vested in the. cabinet and in go.vernment officials c?cting 'in the Shah's 
.. 

nc.me,. TI1e j•J•.Hciary .\vas compose~ of a hierc:.r.chy of civil ;:ourts up through 

the Supretne Cour~, whiJe the l~gislative branch compri::;;;:d the parp;:ment, 

' ;i ~~jlis; of 136 mem~ers, elected by tl~ people every Z years, an~ 1 after 
1949, t R'1e s:na11er Senat.e, half of , .. nose mem!)ers Here appointed by the Shah and 

ha1f eltctcd. 

\{hatever power remained in the hands of the Q.ajar Shah v-•n'ish;cd soon 

after \.Jorl d i-lar I, in \-ih'ich Iran had maintained a slightly pro-G~nnan · . 
· .. · · · ~.i?.~~s of_\ 

v1as vi_o 1 a-ted b>i(f1~rkey 1 Russ\ a~ and Br\ tain. In febcuary neutrality that 
. . . 

1921, a yocng r!:!formist politicia-n, Se)·yid Zia ~d-Din Tabat.:1bai, and Col. 

Rez.a Khan, co::1mander of the I rani an Cossack Givisi on~ coonbined to overthrow . ,... . . . ·. 
the governr:1ent. Zia ed-Oin became Premier and Reza Khan corrtnander-in-chief 

of the ar~y, but the two soon quarreled, and Zia ed-tlin fled ;~-t~.-~xil; ~:· :: 
~------------------------------' Reza Khan remained 

·I - ' . -, ·. 

S _The Cossack Division, at that time the only we·l 1-organiz:ed and effective· 
unit in the army,· came into being as a result of Rasr ed-~in Sh~h's visit. 
to Russia in 1S?3 .. The Snah .ac.!.Ttired his. Coss.:•ck escort and asked the Cz.~r 
to send him Russian officers to organize a Cossack cavalry regiment in the 
Ir-anian arr..y.. It grew to a brigade and then a divis'\on~ 3;1d its "rinite 
Russian officers and noncorns were retained until October 1920, when Reza 
~han replaced Col .. Starross~lsky ~s comnand~r and other Iranians took ov~r 
c h • • I'J • ~l7"'~~-'';""'!'~ ' , or t e ·.rema1 n1 ng .-.uss 1 ans ._::•.-g.;;. · ·~ ,,,,;:.;q •• ;r 

: • • "",i~~4-,; .::i1if~r~l; · .,. 6 
.• • !"· .... 
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.-c::bellious tdbes. 

focal points. _.of 

. ·----· ... ~. ---

· ·:1\JS 1ni 1 f t::jry u:-ii !.s ·~qtn a c1 ~\~ .. !! '/ 
(! x p~ l -~ :--. ~ :Jo 1 ~ h ~vi ~ s., 

(:i :·•To,>'c:d it tt\:acify ;-,~arb-:dj~:;).:.nd 

took ov.=r 

Re:za 

• J • .. • 

ar•o _ :-·v_•:.r:t~•'l_~:.~.~l.;>ll., c.nd i,; this ha 
- .. 

Turkey, ai though h-is methods .:.nd goals \v:!re less radfcal. He _.improved _ · 

the status of wo~en and checked the power of the Shia clergy, but he 
~- :· 

stopp~d s~a~~ of Ataturk's ~om~nization of the national languag~--Farsi 

• 
rct~rn~d fts Arabic ~cript. a nationalist, he was suspi~{ous and 

.-
gudrJ~d tc~lrd the and~h:tl Icnging tow.:.rd the Gri ti sh, -. 

··'. 

partic~larly as to the oil conc.::!ss1on 7 which he felt did not suffici~ntly . 

b:.:nefit Iran. H~ brought in first Amedcc:~n .3nd the-n !;~rm;~n •"!Conomic 
I . 

a~vis~rs to reorganize the country s finances and to serve as a counter~ 

·-
weigh~ to Sovi~t and British influence. 

Rc-za Shah's dict•lto.rial rule ended \-ilth the occupation of his 

country"by the Soviets and the Srit~ih in Aug~s~:1941--an e~tsode that .. 
,.. . -- ·-·· .. :· .- . .... . : .. ·-~·~-'-....:..- : -

wi 11 be discussed bel o·.-t--and a r.~onth lat-er he -abdicated in favor of his 
. ':-.,; .··;.:,· 

\-Jho \.Jas 'pr'ocl aimed Shan by- _t~~~-·Majt i_se: . . . ~ . 
· · :· :: · · · .. ~ ~ · · · ··. ··. ~, · .· ·.ir ·\.; · · - ~·· 

Jeft Iran at once and-eventtially didd ;;, exiie .in :iouth.·Africa in .1944_~·· :·:· .;_ -. t 
The Ir<A:'l-ian. goV.ernment h~ left behind f;:,ced 'l difficult pedod1 .. '~ith a .. ··.·~ 

. . . ..·. ~·- _. 

l(ussL'Iil occupation in the north :md a British Oiie in the snutn. Tehra~_.,: .. , 

r<i.'J'\atn<:>d a neutral zone, .but the r"Jlies controlled the transportation 

---·r;·-----
IH s biography appears in "'ppc.-.dix ~·-

·. fXtl'~-:.~7~·~tt 

-·- '. 

---~ ·. . .. 

. ;, .. ' .. ·~t~·~ 
. ·, .... -· ~:·-' .... 
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?udc,z;nly brc,ught to ?:::;·,..~r::r H: ,~n occ•.Jp~t:d co;.;ntryJI ~be ye>'-'::g Sh.-,i), 
partially ~ 

t•ho had bet:iY-•:!ducated in Europe and 1-;h,-:J \.:as b::li(;!'IC::d tl) f.;-..·,-)r const1tu-
J \ ·:- -

t i onal govr!rr.rr.en:t., Has unable __ :=~~~--:~~-----=-to pr·~vi de- s trc.ng 1 c~dershi? 

to his govern~nt. As a r~ t the po·,.;er of the Haj f is 1:-r.;reased, a 

large nur!'lber of·transi~ory poli.tical· par.ties ;=;nd partisan n.::w.sp<'~pers 
... 

h"<:ie started., the trib~s again b;came.6fL:mt., the clergy b<:can;e stronger, 
.. ~ . 

·-

•. - . . 
guise. of the Tudch Pa"ty .. T_udeh, headed by i~ftists and former Co,r=!lunist 

both m'7!!'bers ~nd sympath1 zers -~hroughout lr()n dud ng the W..li y<::ar s and 

until its overt ap~aratu~ was crushed in 1954. 

-. 
and 1930's., the ;-,ajl is emerged from the years of occupation as a_.revi tall:;::.:!d 
1 f i rrcspcnsi b1 e . ~ ---

/\ ~ol~ i cal force~-~--~---_:,· It insisted on co~.fl rmi ny the api)oin t.;;ant of the 

u.s. fine1ndal advisory mission in 19li-21 it imposed H1.1its on _the gover'!-
~· 

rnent's rig~t to ~egotiate oil co~~es~{oni; and it took on the selection 

. . . ·· ... 
of a oC'<i ?remie:r as its privi1ego;~-:although the Shah retained th7 right 

to approve ·'Jr disapprove the- choice. , . . - ... ·~ ' . In its dealing~ with P~e~iers or 
., ·. . 

Shahs,· the i-!ajl is h.~d -~ po•oA~erful we~pon--the .. quor.uin veto. The c~nst"f tution 
_.,..•;. 

statf!d that the t~ajl'is could only be considered conven.:!d when two-thirds ~f . ··. 

its 136 deputies h~~_re~c~ed Tehran, and half of those present in the .... ' · , 
... -. . ·._.:: 

capital constitut~d a'quo~um. rhus, \f 91 d:.-puties \.,;ere in Tehran., the 
. . . . 

'-
abs.:!n~~ of L,6 of thern coufd k.-!ep the assembly ft'om functi ·"Jning. 

: . .-.:: 

Political parties in ~~e \-/estern sc!nse had neve-r bi!en str·ong in Iran, 

CJnd CUrlilg the Waj )'e.:lrS their nu:!'l::.er had IT:IJl tipf.ied. Cnl y ·.the Tudeh was 

·-
.. ·~ ...... :·:_·~ ··.:~ .. 
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,• 

in postwar Ir~n had sorted them~elv~s out into ieft, ri~ht, and center 
-.... 

groups. Tud<:~l~ ahd its sympathizers \·~•~rc on the left. T;.~ right \">~·JS 

:ncr-~ hete:ro;-::neous .J.nd inc~·~·[f:;d Or. Hohamm:>d Hosadcq 1 s iiational Front 1 7 

th~ funatic<'ll r-::ligious organizations Fe~laya~ lsf~rnand~H~jah~dfn .l.sla:n, 8 
.• . . ... --

. . 

the several 5!ilall fascist parties,, most Tehr~n University st1.1dcnts ~-nd 
. . . -. 

:7•ocierate and \ncl.fned to be {;'lore pz·o-\J~stern; it included t!;e s·hah, most 

· .. ·;:-
peasant vot~., ce:nt .i'r candidates us.ua I1 y won the majod ty of Hajli ~. seats·, 

-· .. 
but in the tate I940 1 s ~nd early 1950's, the nationalistic polici~~ of 

.. 
tha rtght re;ularly won the voting s;pport of the l~ft and center. 

B. u.:=t>-;een Russ-ia and the \,',;:-st 

1. Ag~ress ion from the North 

Iran lost wars ~nd t~rrifory to Czarist ~ussia in lSlj and 
.. ~ . -· ... 

again in 1823 and has lived in varying degrees of dread of its ri6rthern 

-
·- ··-::· .... 

neigh~bor ever sine~. Great Brit~in was the counterbalance to Russ~an 

po-r~- the 3ri t f sh goa i was to keep r ran as a· buffer between c7.t~J;,~;·'~ri~·;;:.;~0:;:c. 
____ ~~·.-r<~~:~~-: .. ~!~::,f~·. . · ----~ .:-

7 Fvr ~x:J;:-;-le, 1n the 16th ·:tajt is, clect-:!d in 1950, the Ua.ti~;,~-l,_.Front ---.. , 
was cr:anpcs.::d of ~-\os.:tcleq and eight follO\iers who nonetheless r-'er_e usually, ....... . 
able to carry a majority of deputies with them on key vofe:s:.-· -·~- . ··-·· .·· 

8 Fcdayun Islam, nu~b-ering. at ~~st. a ,fe~-h·t~~dred.·r~.~~bus,:,:~.~~~-i~d out .. 
terrorist .:tcts in support of its goal_ of rest3blishing·- .!slaa'"i\-ic_\_:....:__·.:.:.:.:__··~"~--:_ 
taw and pr.:Jcticc to a dominant pl<lce in Ir.-.n.. ·Mojahadin· ~- · · ·· ·.··J>> · 
Islam HilS rnorc political; its religious !.,1earhcad in the i~ajlfs includ;ct'·.; · 
mullah Ayatollah Kashani and Shams Qanatabadi, two influe~tia1 1 pol~ically 
or1ent~d rcligi0us lc~ders~ 

·. 
. .. 

· ,: :: :'.;!~!?.-?·:~~:· :r~·t ?~- :r~ ,_- .. _. · ·:-.:-~ .' :~_:; ~----~": ·~:~~:.~~~~-~~~7:;-~~t*;~~::f.~~~~~~:~f~~~-F'f 
_:: ;, ;.... ... . . . ' . . 
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divid~ lr<.Sn of in;; to 
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p~rial Germany, and the result w~s t~at'northern and central lrdn as 

far south as iif~han was_open to Kussian ccGnomic and political i~flu- •. 

sto3n until 19l5,_~w~en in return for rights to tha oil-rich souti'n-testern 
•. 

....·::· 

·zo;1e the Sritish recognized Hussian cl ~irns to C·Jntrol of the Turkish 
·. ~ 

Straits. 
. .. 

During _Horld \.far I, lr·a;,ianneutrality was violated by tha Turks~ 

the RussiQns, and the British; tha Russians enter~d northern Iran to 
. ., . . . 

counter Turkish advanc~s_ throug~ !ran toHard the Caucasl:s, ~.,.hi1e the · 

British sent in trO'pps and org.:.ni:ze.d I rani ans into the Bd ti sh-of fleered 

South ?ersi<:in i-~ifles to ccuntar German atte~pts at ·subversicHl a:;i·:>i'lg the 

tribe~ and sabotage of ~e oil. pipeline~ The Russian milit~ry collapse 

in 1917 l~ft a v;cuurn in north~rn Iran·and tho:! C;.;ucasus that the So1she-

viks 1 Turks, Gerrr.ans~ and British attem;>ted to fill. Britahrs dnti.:'3ol-

_shevik interves:-tion in _Ru.~~f~ and Iran end-ed in 19l9, but a treaty \~as_ 
.. ::.. .: .. · . :...· 

concluded ~ith Iran inAugust 191J that would have ~ade Iran a virtual 

Odt ish pr~tector~te~-- Tni s tre-aty '"'as never rati fled by the Ha.:ftis,.. 
.. .. - . 

ho..--ver,. an'd Vlh~n- Reza--Kha~·and Seyy-id Zia ed:.Din seized pow_e~ in:192t, 
. =~ 

~ -. '. -e-:; 

Iran formally repudiated it~ 

from the start, Soviet Russia's offiCf~~_poli~y ~o,_~·lrd,~_r_an w~_s. •.• ----- .. ,. 

friendly. In a January 1918 note, the Soviets r~no.unced all C~_arist 
. . ·.:··. 

pdvi 1 cges C•:mtrary to the sov·~rei gnty of !ran -'tnd- pro.-ni sed· to- aid the 

Ir~ni~ns in expalling ariti~h and Turkish occu?ying forces. ~heir note 
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,., . 
'·US$. 'i ;:r:S. 1 r :,n i c.n 

Rus~L:m 

and declared thicapity]~tfons (privileges and exemptions guaranteed to 

r.t!SS'i~n d t L:-.:r.s 'in Ir.:1n) ~u~ and void. The Sov"i·~t-Iranian~~ Treaty of 

Fr)~n0ship of Febiuary 1921 formalized ·the provisions of the 1919 note, 

rt:."':?t:nccd cmy ir~terf.~renr.:e in one another 1 s_inte_rnal. affairs, ga've !_ran·· 
·• ~-

t 
. • . . 1 ·- . • . 

') i:1~:!'1t~1n nav.:a. r~rce:: .ln and perrr.i t ted . .. 
R•.1ssia to s~nd troops_ into Iran i_f it should b~come·: a base for·~ 

... 
third-~o~ntry threat to the Soviet Union. {This final provisi~n; which ~-
originally .::pplied. to 'rlhite t<ussian forces, \'i3S subj~ct__ ---------·-

to So·-.~1-:-:t "in:.e:rpretation of v~ha.t constituted a thr<!at •. _-~!!..d_~;-.fas __ a _____ --· ___ :.: 

s) gn i fi c.:!nt f 3c tor ·in res. training forceful Bri ti ~h· response to the_ !rani an 

Iranian re1at\c.ns Hith the Soviets in the 1920's concentrated on trade, 

\-thich built up si:;nificantly until 1926~·\,.hen a sudden and strict embargo 

was placed on Iranian agricultural products, n~{nly from the ~ortherh pro- .. 
-· 

vinces. ~ht! e:nbar go forc?d 1 ran t~ c cncl ude a comrnerci al t reaty \<oil th the. 
.,.-;··; 

. ; ~- -. 
: ·-: ... 

marketing privileges in )ran. Thii had ~evera1·r~sult~: The Soviet share 

of Irani:Jn foreig,:_-trade rose -from 23%.i'~;-'l.92G-27. to ovei- 38fi» in·1·9i8-29; ··· 

I ranhn indus t d al d ':~e I opmen t was de 1i b~~~ te 1 y ~; s:O~~~ oged b<t~ti:r:~~<:-"''~~ 110 

f-icially to\'i ~ric_es -~-~e ~o..,~ets.'p_u_t on co.npetit.ive'm.1nufacture:d·_good~; :::.·.~-~·:;::~!:;:: 
- . -·: ....... ' :·.····. :~~ .. =--· . . ~·~ /=."-'\·~~-~- ·."":'".. !!.- - .... :·:·?.-·-'-~r· 

and. lr<~n began to tu~n toward Get·many as' -~- f~rei g~ tr·ad~- ·pa~~~-e~~ ·,··- ·-.·· ',- -, , . 
. .. ... ~ . -..: ..... 

.•· :· 

Gt-:r:l'o:~,,y, i~- addition to .-inc1easing its ?ur&.~ses o-f Irarii.;n_"pr~d~cts;·::::::;·-~.: 

also bec~~c i~volved in the construction of the Tra~s- 1 ranian Ra~lway~ one 
.. ··.· .. 
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.. olll·n·g st-.--.,_-k d .... ~ "'······ • ····s · • ~ .... ,:.n : .. (:>. ~! .. _v -:=r: :_:_ 1 ~. 1 

Iran by s:.!tt\ng I.J.il fou:1dries, coal mining .::q•J"ip~·.::nt, a ·~·:::7 .. :nt f<1clory, 
: 

tc.xtiie .-3nd p~:;-.cr ;nllls, a0d~ ;r;.:.ch"in .. :-;un f,-,.;~;)ly. A l';;:r,~.an financial 
::-?-~ 

.:Jdvi ser rcpl ac.:::d the .~.m.: d c un Dr. t. r thur ;-H 11 spaugh in 1927, dild the 

r.erm,:ms -lnd Ir~nians signed a t~ad~·tr~a_ty in 1928 and a tr.'!at:y of 

f,d~:ndship in 1929. As a-r~s~lt; Germany's share of lran 1 s fo~~ig~-

trade rose frcm a';;; in 1932-33 to 4s.s% in 194J-4l, .:md b)· t~ugu5t 1941 

the n<.;•:lb~r of Ger.::an advisers, t-echnici.:ms, and businessmen in Iran· 

The nature ~nd extent of thi~ German p~n~tration into Iran b~came 

\.'ery si gi"li fi ~ ~nt ~-,hen German armed forces inv;;dcd ~ . . 
••U$$13 lii 1j4l and 

rapidl_y moved de~ply into the ~oviet Union. Ir~;t \v,lS the short~st ·and 

mnst feasible route for badly needed war materials to be sent ta Russi• 

by its n~w allies.. in the ~..'est. Furth;-!S", the po'ssibil ity of a Gerar.an 

takeov~r in Iran ~..,as a risk the nussians could not allot-~. On 19 July and . 
.. 

16 August 1941· the_ Ori1;ish and So,{i_et _dipl.~lkl_tic_-.rn)s~ions. in Tehr:an, pre-
. - ':.···. - -~ .· 

ins is t~d it was neutral . , 

. -·: 

ih~ exput~~o~ of the Germ~ns in Iran~ ~ut t~an 

and that no ~anger ex~sted • On 25 August, the 

final Allied d~m3nds wer~ presented and the invasion began; the ~oviats 

•. 

.\" 
,. 

,,' __ -. 

• ·---~:":.' ·-.--: ... __ . . .. !·_: __ -· i' 
entered lr..;n from th~ north. in three colu;;ms, the British fro1ii. tha-··south~--~;·~·:·:-·-~~~· ~ 

-. ~ . .,; - - .. - . . ~ ·- . 

in bJO. 
. . ·. . _· __ - . ' .. _ :': .. :·.~ ;;:_ ~-: • ,· ....... ?. -- '·.•:; ----~-- ... 

Ir<lrdan armed resistance Hc1S negligible exc~pt for a-s~iarp fight·-.~.'.·~ -: 
. . . : .. , . .. 

··!-- :-.·:. ·--. >:::;.:::..:-:~.:~{·::·-: :.; .·.·, 

in Kh~zist.ln that cost 55 ~itish casu~l ties. 
,• 

rojig~ed on 27 ~ugust, and the official ~rrander :ook pl~ce the next d3y • 
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;:;!Jdicat~d in fav~.>r of his 22-year-cld son .on 16 S_ept~r~ber 1941· •. Although · 
": . '·. --~~:·,:.._·_._~~<·_-~.:---:>::··--~--.:----~-

most Germans were interned or:sent.back io Germany, 
•·. 

a· number of kex_ agents 

esca~ed and sought to stir up th~ trib~~ to sdLvta~c ~~d fcL~l_:_~ion; 
. J .11 . 

.. - j l'";d • 

- r .~tr'"'~vs . . · ·- · ~ · ·· ··-· .·.. . . . · 
Jut ius Schulze \-'Orked arnong the Qasbt~a\. and Franz iia~r tded-·ta s_tir up A . . .. .'A.- --_-_-._ : . 

. ./. 

the Kurds and sibotage the railroads. 

. ~ . 
found to be tist.;-d among lt::Y.r's actual 

1\ 

the::r:--inclu.ding Naj •. Gen: fazlolbh Zahedi, who in 1953 b~ca~e .the"_te.~~'ing. ~··. 
I~anian mi"Ht.:H·)' man in the coup that oust~d '-~·::>S\:Ideq and .-.ho succeeded · . 
him as rr;;.~·ier_ .- --·--w~r_e arrested ond sent to detention camps in P~testine. 
" 

The~ fa~!~ sittJation of the occupation was confirmed by the Tripartite 

Treaty of Aliiance signed by the ~oviet Union, Britain~ and Iran on 29 June 

1942. In this tr·~aty, the Allies promisr:d to \vithdra_\., th~ir t,~rces from ... 
' .... _ . -.-.: ·!'. :··--·· ·- ·- ~- ~ . . . ~ 

Iran not later than s.ix months after hostilit'i~.!s with Gerinany. and its 

·· . 

- .. _. ::- "-.:c:> •<. • ·-: , 

~ss:.:-d ates }I.:Jd ceased. A 1 though lhe lr.::ni a·n~ fea--~-ecf Ru~sia '~~~i cfi s.lik~d < > ;.- -: ·:·:_. 
. . ; . ~ . : 

the Sri tish ·pres..::nce and rneth~ds "empl.oyed in. sc:izing arld ru,~ning 'tlia' . 
. ,.. - - : .. ; -_ -- . ·- - ·.. -- -::- : ... ·::.. __ ..... _ :~ .. ~-: /~~r.~~~}-:~~ ~-~- _-_:. -~---·-~:~:~:-:/:~~~~1'.:-~~v-:--. .-- .. 

transport system, they declared war on Germany ·in Se.ptembec- -1943/ p'r-·es~:ab1y"'7-'·::.; 
. . .. -. -~ :J_ :· _; ~::;;~~-/1~~~-~~-:·-:. ~:~·-:- -:--~-5~--~~: -~-)·: .. 

to ensure b~ing on the winning ·side.·. \-lh•!:n Roosevelt, _Churfhill, and Stalin'. 
• . . . . -.~"i .··- . - . - ~ -~-~:..::·.·-~;:.::~~! ... ~·~: ;.:.~~:.ii:i;-~~~-::~·~::: __ : . -- ;..:.>.~~->7--~ :··,'-

mr!t in T..:h(dn in November l943·(without ·ever·officially consulting or':·,~-:·'~::· 
· . . · ,_ · -~ · · --. ·:·· . .:· ·· :.~. ·_ · .· . : ... ~ -~~ ~-~ ·· ~--:~~~-=-~ ·-:~T~~~c .. ~~~-- -~~~-~-~;-~_~:~;~~--~-~- .:· -~~~--~- ·-.--~ ... -=-~-;i~£~\4 :: ··-=:;·~<- \ 

acvi sing the lrani an governrnent) I they signed the Oec_tarati on','on Iraf'!~ which-: >: 
. ·- ·-· ;; .. ·. .,. - ....... ··..:. .;.· :··-~~····.·.-::--;_::-·-..· ~~-- •.o:::·_-?· ... 

r~co:;rd:.::d Iranian assistance to the Har effort,p.ro;nised econ~mic aid, 
··:·-··::-:.• 

. ' 

and rl!affi n-:-:ed ! ran's i ndependcn_cc, sov~r:-ei gnty' and)erd ~ori_al : integd ty •. ~.· 
. ~ ..... . 

....... .... ' ~ .....•. , . . ... ; .. · 

-.. 
··-~ .. : _ .. -· 

.. . .··•.. :- . 

-·· ........ .i· 

. ; <~~-::r}·~.:~_=..:~-~ -. ~- .. . -... -.- . --~- : . :: ~ . . .. 
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t he So··· ; i:' t s • 1 (. . ; ~ 
' ... 

over lr~n's rcjccti~n of this 
·--

Ti-:e 

up ~y u.s. 

statement that the U.S. rec-:>~nized the 

soverei;n 
;._~~-

ri~ht of Iran to-r·a'fuse to gr;1nt oil t:(}'1Cess'ions, 1ed to the 

resignation of Fr~mier .Sa 1 ed~ wi th the ne·,..; und.;~ heavy Soviet 

grant:oit~concessions to foreigner~ without the approval of 

The bill Has passed on 2 Oecc:nber . . . 
frustrated in their at temp-ts to cbt~in a solid clafm to oil in 

northern Iran, the ·soviets bee arne reluctant to· !eave Azarbaijan. On 29 

th~ United States proposed th?tt all1 ... 11ied troops be 

evacuated by I January 1946, but the Soviets in~i!>tcd on the Harch 1546 
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i 
date previously agreed ~o by the British. On 12 Dec:emb.::r, the 11Autono:7~ous ~ 

t 

l 
Republic of Azarbaijan" \.,tas pr<.'lClaimed, a national ass;!.7lbly ~iected, i:!nd •. 

. 
I 

i 
Ja'~f~r Pishevar~, a veteran Comintern agent, was named Premier. At the l 

- • \,. 1 
.... · 

sa.:.ne time. a Kurdish uprising took;..place in.we.s~ern ,'\zarbaijan,_.-and a 

Kurdish ?cople's Rcp!l~li~"v+;~oclai~ed· HlthQ.a.zi !-\ohar..;nad as president· , ·. . 1\ : .. .. . , 
, .. . I . ·.~ 7 . • ; ·':' . . : . ·• ' II . : ~ ... :· •. . · .. 

it prompt_1 allied itself with the ,t;utonomous Republic." 
• . • • •. •• - ' • • .• ' • • • - . • • "._: . •• 1 ~ . . - . .:. ; ~-

_·r:.·. 

On 22 January: 1946, the . ~hah ~sked Qavar;r as-Sa 1 t:aneh to. fonri _a-
-·-.-::·._. ·---... ~-

nc\.J ~oven1mcnt~·.' Afte('"'.~ismissin~J General Arfa,·: \..:ho had pr~-~dtish 

tendencies as d~~ ~f .. ~/·~t~i·f:. Q~~~m W>!nt to -t1oscow in -f ~bruary ·to .. 

negotiate with t~e.Ru~sia~~. The Soviets propos~d that t~eir troops 

r'-ca:tai'n inJ,·di.ni tel y in parts .of. Ir<>n, that Iran rcco~ni ze the int~rnal 

c.. . l 
I 
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autonomy of 1\;:arbai j.)n (~.,hose p~cmi ~r ,.;out d at so be des i griated governor-. 
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to -.::nd its t\i.,-year term on 11 Mt:;rch 1946_, and .1 t had vot.:d that no 

.,._,_;,;.,.. 
elC:ct),)n:; for the ncxtif"aj-\is could be held ~hile foreign troops were 

· .... · hcd 
still in the co~ntry {U.S. forces le(t _Iran 

/'*. . 
1 J~nuary, the eritish an 

.,.· __ .. .. . ··,· 

Z :.t-.-··h) .. ':!'' .... i • 03tto=mots to meet 
·• ~ ·- .· . 

<>nd vote to extend their 

- . 
phys~cally prevented a quorum f~om gath~~ing. 

c;! C'~1e.. 
Qavam \vas thus left to 

rule the .-:,_..,untrv ~mtil the 15th !-~<Jj"l'is_could be /\- . 
cl ected:~ ----'-.----·-- ... 

Ir::m then oreought the matt(!r of the continuing Soviet occupation , 

before the r,:::\·1 United HaticflS Security Council, "lnd under U.N. and U.S. 

that cal i ed for cvacua ti on of at 1 S~vi et trooi)S , .. i thin. a i7lonth and a 

hai f after 24 i1a1·ch t 946, the establishr:1ent of a joint stock ~il corn- ... ; 

pany '"h ich '-lout d be ap.pr~v-ed by the :-t:ajl is wi thi~ 7 m-~-~th~:--~~;i.~~:'-24-~.-. ->-- . 
. .·. . . - . -~ .- .. ·.· _·-. ;· -.·-. :· .-:;.:··--.~~~-<-.:· ·-~ .: ... •· . .• ·; .. _\~-.; ~/: .. .-:...:. .. ;J_-~-:. 

l~arch, and .-:rr··"lngei;;ents for impro~c;erit. ·.of rel~ti~~~ betwe-~n~ t-h~- "~.· ,;., .. -~;}~;.\-
- .. :· - .. _' :-. : •· ~' .· ~· •.: . ···;.· -··=:-~·· -~ -- --:·· ... - -~- • -."···..:.:.-~~--_- ·. -~ ~ 

. ' - .. -· . _. - ' -.. - - - ::.. .. ; -

of -~'at~aija7[;:;· ~-: .. ,_.·,:~.;bl~~~r·~-:-~~.::_:~:~~~:·:·~;::~ :-:-e ! 
.~ccordingl y .t Q.avam wor~ed out an -a"greement with .Pi shey_ad- that "wo_utd.~::::_ -~:. l 

. . . : : : . • . . . • • . • •• : -,:;:i.- .. . . ; .. . <: ;, ~\;~~:~;::~~ : ~ . • ' . ·_ : ~"; ~- ~~·~J.ifi:<~:: : 
h.we c."Jnc.::ded r.,ost Co,xnun 1st der,;ands \oihi_l e t caving .;z~!_b~_i ja._n u~der ___ t~~-- ~:;_.;->-:; 

. . . . ~ .. ·.·:: :.,;;··; ··:......... ;.. ·- -- ......... ·· ··_ ·;.--.·~-~-..;..~:.... ' 

l"'otntn3l <1uthority .>f.Tehrari;,~_--The ~ovie_ts appea·red"tob·~- g~i~ri{hg i~flueri~e.;~~~ 
_·. . . . : ·. · . :·:'S-(-~·._-; :,_.-.. <,-... · : - : . - -.- ·. ~- -::.:· :; L ... : ~~. ~'i:L:::--?i~·';f;;~-~i ~;:.:~~~~~~_;:~~-~:::;:~: . 
in Iran, .11) impres:;ion that was reinforced Hhen on 2 August 1946 Qavam~-.:-:~.· ~--::·,: 

. .. - . . . . . . . . : . . . . . . ' . . . .,. ~ . . •· . . . . 

brou;h t thre·e Tudeh ?arty members and a T udeh symp.::.thizer' T~-~~ his- - ... · .· -;;.-.;:~::: __ 
•.\. .. 

Iranian government and the people 

"· 

"popul.;~r front" c,,b'i:'l~t. In the r••e-,:Jnti;ne, Tudch had prov6~ed an oil 
. --~ : 

·- •· .. !.'; ... • 

-.. 
' ,-

- - - . ··--·"' ;_ ..... 
-· ·· ···_---·--.. -----------------~_ ... : .. ~""'.: . .:.~:~ .... _--..... __ ..,.;;-~·,,::2~~j~,~~!;;::E.--~·~i::t~~;i~' · 
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v'ioit:::nc~ ~.Jld s;,~c..•t,;~e. 

~~.i (., 

Sri tish reaction::- British troops were moved fro~ India to 8asra~ in 
: 

Iraq, vith the stated ouroose_of sccurfna supplies of Ir~nian oil t~at . . . .:..~-. ..;:,;; -
3ritain needed. Then, with encourasamcnt fr~n Briti~h consuls and 

·;... ·. mili_ta;y :.~viser-s in their region~ a coalition of Q;~sh~ai, 
. . ' 

and other tribesmen was for~cd'whic~ irt a dernonstrBtion of force captured 

Sushi re, .~badeh,· 1\_a:zerun, Sandar Ami r, .;; nd b:::!s 1 es.:.d Shf raz. .fl. set t1 cment 

Khan C.ashqai, -::nd Ge.n~ra1 Z,;h,'!di, then cor;-.mand1ng the ;arr1son at Shir-az~ 

in which the gove~n~ant r~cognized the tribes' . . 

' . ot:;r.anos. On 17 Octob.::r-

Q.avum r<~signed. ,'lnd tooK off1•:c again~ ;:md the new cabinet be formed ·cl1d 

not .ir,clude the Tuoehitc.s; on 2.lt Hovt;mbl:!'r Qav.=.r.t ".Jidt=red the anny 'into 

Az.'irbaqan to suparv1se the elections for th•:! 15th i~ajlis. Given this 

chance to redeem itself for the failure )n 1'9'~1, the army responded 

enthusiastically. There was little resistunce from the_lightly_arll'led 

Azarbaijc;s:' · forces~ and on 14 December the "•1utono:nous11 
·.--:--. ---~--:-,-· regi·;.e . 

. -----·-·-.. ·- . ~· 

collapsed. 
.... ~~:-:· 9,.:. I 

~ . . . .. . . 

,. In ~ehran, Tucleh hcadquar t_er-~'- :,... :' .. 
·::-· . -~~ _·-..:·:.:.·:.._,·--.:- .. 

exccutin~ the leaders of that rebellion. 

H~re raided, af'ld the ~-.:ay o,.o~as opened for the e1ections to begin on .l 1 Jan~ary~",:· .. ·:~ 

\..'hen 
. ·::: . 

th~ 15th Hajlis was finally inaugurated i~ August 1947, the 
-. 

,-,. 

oppos.itio"! led br Or. Mosadeq ·began -to fight the. ratificatio~ ·-~f th~-_Sovi~i--·?~ .. 
- . . ·. ·. . ... , '.· ~ .~: :· 

<)l 1 .;~gre•:ment. In the face of Soviet pressur~ on the Iranians, the n~w 
. :' - ., . . ~ .. - .. 

Ir3no-H:n<!dcan Cultural Relations Society, tnade it c.lear that Iran wa·s 

. _·_ ~fu-~:J:l~ttJ 
' . - -· ·. ~· . '. -:·. ·: .. ·~·-.-_·-r,-~.··-.- ..... . .... --- .· ~-·. ·:·"\· .. _ .. :·- .... 

. , .. 
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; 
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: 

:~ 

• 

the 

T:"'l.f United Stat.:!S i5 firm in its conviction ~r:at<•ny pi-opos.als 
::~-3c:i: by on'E! s.cv.t!r:.:_l·l~ governr;·.~nt to. a.to~h~r s_hould n·)t be· accow.pdni~d 
by :~·.r·.·ats or int1~·;hl:icn. \lhen such Gf!thods are used in an e:ff,,rtto 
obt3in acceptance doubt is cast ·on the value of the proposals. . . 

Ou.- de termi na ti ,:>n to fo11 ow this. ppl icy as resards I ran is as. ·<·. 
str:.1ng as anr~"h.:-:re else in the \..:orld. This purpose can be achieved·:~ 
to ~~e extent that th~ Iranian people shew a determination to defend 
t~-.-.:!ir cMn sovereignty·; Patdo"tic lr.;:ni-1ns, when con5idedng matters 

-r- • l.. • • ' • .. ~ • • ~ .. . ' • • .. .•. 
~:-.-·:ct~f"-~ ~ •. c;.- n~tiv.-,d, arrt.:C:i'"~~ ... , fa;ey- tn.a(t!i_ort:: re~t as_s.ur't:a tnac tne 
~nerican people will sup~ort fully their fre~dome to make their own · 
choice. · · ·· 

Ir.'ln 1 s reS:")IJICCS belong to !ran. Ir~n can gfve them ~way free of 
chars~ or ref~se to dispose ~f t~em at any pri~e if it so desires.9_ 

Thus co~vi~ced of u.s. ~uppori, on .22 October 1947 the ~ajlis rej~cted 

by a vote of 102 to 2 and instead paised a bill 

and called for negotiat1o:-~s '.-Jith the i\ng1o-Iranian Oil Cor:~pany for a 

greater share of the profits. This measure was to have far-.-e~~hing eff~c~s 
,.,. 

•.m Ir2n's rcl.lt'lons with Great vr"itain and 

2 .. The Oil. D_ispute, 19lf9-:-5~_.· __ _ -- . -· :.;::)~~; ~;~~--1:: .. :::_;~ '.: .~ .i;.~;.:.._~~ .. -:..-:.' ··-:... -. 
.., -;·•. ·----·- . - .. 

·-' The irivol~~cnoe.nt ·.of 'Gr"Cat- Brit~f~ i~. Iranian- oil-.-J~nt back:~>:'"'· . \ 
-__ .. · --~- ,; .. ~\~~;~~:~i:;~~L~~~-;~:~-~~~~;~~;~-~-:~r~~ 

to .tha odg1nal O'Arcy concession of 1901, the first.of a· serie·s ·of grants·:.·.~. 
, . • •.• :· .• 7.' =_:-~1~>J- ~>:.,, :.~-/;~:¥~~;?;.~ .. 8;-~ -::_::;.-~:~.;it:;;:·:.·.~<. 

that \.,.ere .r.::negotiatcd ut various times to keep up"'with _the gr:o~th of ::..;J~~:-~":::[~L-"!1<: 
< ... _._.. . _ --~~- .. --~ . · __ :- _:· - · · :-~~:::_~~--~--~~~-)T·:~_:.-,~- ~:-: .-/ ·~·::~~_-; .. ~;_._1~~-;~~;f\~ :·:-

the oi 1 in•~ustry ,;nd "'odd demand for oil. The ;\nglo-Pers-i.a_n_;Ojl·Coinp":lnY,~~-.:,< _ . 
.. - -- .... ; - . -~-----=-\<·:~~~-~::.··.:,_:_.- ···:·· .. :;.~_:-_..:···-· 

'rlas fo:.mded in 1909, but it.-to'..,k-on·a"new complexion in 191'+!-lh'~n the_-.--::-;;.:·-·· 
'~ .· '· ..... ::.• ... ,··~·-·· ... :· .. ·. __ . . '··-.":~-- .:- -~-·- _.·· -_:- .-!:_~:~::::.:.. .. , ---~ .·- .:.:, .... :" .. =,~~4:-.. ~ ~-:. 

Sri t ish g~ ... ·ernr:1ent became 'the. m::tjor shareho 1 der. The rc-3son -for-this ·· · 
• j • • _.•. 

.· . ~ .. .· 



· ___ ;.~~-~~--::::-. -.;~:·-...... ,..,.___._ __ __E"" ___ - . 1 r=r . 
····-····-~ ....... _,.,....__ 

. . . ·~: . ._; ,. ,; : i l 1 •- ~- : -, ... -:-·. ... - ··: r .. ~ 

t.j COli\··;::: t I ~ • to 

b·..Jrning oil. On th~ brin~~ of a ;::.:-.j-:.Jr ~~:~r, th~; n<,,..-y h;,d to b~ ~~s~r~d 
-1}.e_ 

of a source of oil, whic~ was both effi~ient and che~p. Anglo-?crsian 
.;\ 

(;;ngl_~~-~_::~~i an:"~ -~-f!_~~~-:i-~~5}-~-:J~L Cc-n;=,;,~ ~ _ -· 

.". --=- - ... :-~ .. --::..:...:..:,.-:-'------ ~- ------· ;;.co:'lt)m;ed to ~~tract oil under its 
... :--... . · 

original concession for the next 30 or so years, bui1~ing pip~li~es as 
·• ~"· 

~-.~.-~11 us a large ,_.efinery at Ab<!dan. T:.~ con•:essic-n w.1s re>e.,pt:iated in 

1933 to give Iran a greater share of the n~t profits and to modify the 

concession area. Manasers dnd t~~hnicians continued to be either British 

Following the passa9c of the Majlis legislation of 1947 reje~ting the 

~ list of 25 points to be discussed. Chief among_~hese w~r~ aritish taxation 

on Iran's sha,·e of company prof_lts, Iran's ri:Jhts to the cc:npany's install<:~-

t1ons at the :.!nd of the concess-ion in 1993,. a rec,Jct1on_ in the nurnber of 

British-employe~s, the royal~y basi$--that isF the price to be paid t~ 
."":. 

. ... ,_.·. :.~· 

1 ran for c~ch barrel extracted ~nd sold through AIOC's ~arketing-<:~nd 

transpo~ting system, and Iranf<ln tax .:~nd custom exemptions. 
" , 

After t eng thy-

discu_ssions, the so-cal ted 11Supp1crr.~ntal ..O.gre~m~nt" _ra_ising the royalty . r· 

p>ymOnt from .4 to 6 shi II ings a ton ond giving lra!l 2Q';; of di.st~ib~·;ed ·-"'~t.~~~: i 
profi-ts and gener~l reserve was sent to t~c: l'tajJis_ on 19_ July 1949 •.. -.. ~ :: :j ·,~·(,_:>. ~ 

., .... , . - ,....... . -., . : .. 

. -Debate beg~;i ·-~h<;>rtly~-ther~-aftcr, ~ut the t~rn{ of tf~e lSth ~ajti~ _,. ~::~L-::. i 
. . . 

enJad before a vote on ratification could ba taken. Elections for the - · 

16th i1.:.jtis ~-t•ere fltial.ly cori'pleted in Ibn.:h 1950, and Hos~d::q ;:,nd his 

ci~ht !iationcll Front collea.;ues lr!d the b:stloting in Tehran.· Ali cbr.sur 

. . . ... . . . .. . .. -··' ~ . ' 

·. 

. . . ~ 

. . -. ~.-. .. : 
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report 

•. ····.;·:·· t .J 1 

to the :-~ajlis stated that t·he 

se~ure Iran's rights and should not be '· ... .. :"; 

:._,_._ :;Q. 

r.:. t i fi --~d. · ib:::n-Jra 1 s· Minis. ter"·-or f; nanc~ then Hi t:,drew the agree.~;t::nt 
·: .. 

and rc~pened negoti~iions wit~ the AIOC, which by February 1951 wa~ . 
: .. : __ ... ~. 

' ; 
.; :- r - : -~ 

sr::-iJ9 of exp;:;rts to study the feasibility of nadcnatii:ation of the-oil 

1:-~~:•.:!itry; their vie\-1 \--:.:1s that Iran lacked sufficient tec.hnical exp':!rtise 

to n:n the 1• ··lrt"S .. ,....._, 
i ....... ~. ~ , the concession c·ould not leg-ally be cancelJed, 

. . . . ~ 

- .. 
and that both foreign. 

-- -______ .,...,_ . --- -~- ... -. .-~ : .:.-: .... _. 

. . . ~ 

:>~ 
..: . -~ 
:·-.-j 

- :: r;; 
. I~- i 
.• -_;· 1 
. } 

7 Harch 1951 by a of Fedayan Islam, f ; 
~ . ' 

-~·;., .. · ·- . ---~ .. .:....-.• ~- :.:~ 

terrcri s t group •. tlosein Al-a bri eft y- succced~d Razmara as Premier·;' and 
~ .. : ~. ,, ... --:- . . • . . ... : k{·. 

.. !~ .. :-·-- .. . ... . ··r-. 
the ;~ajt"is upproved the- principle af nationa1izin~ oil. t.Jhen._Al_~::r~esig~ed~>-~--~:r ... ~i-~f 

·.>... . ·-. ·. -· ; .. _ .. ~~:~:::· .. :·_. . · .. ·~<:. . :~~- . ; ~-
in r'pdl, the'l~ajlis voted to reco.mnend t1osadeq to. the Shah as Premier;··:·:-;-·~~-' ·i: 

, .. - . _:: ;:~~·.> .-.·~·-.- ;~;;:-~?:.-:;.:.:~-: -- ·.: ·::;:::_-;'<~.: ::. ; ~-
and he wa~ appoir:-tcd to the post on 29 April._,Act.ing;swiftly~-_the· __ }\ajlis-::i;:i:'~-,'~~./.:~ 

op pc~ d on I May a nine-point n~.ti on ali ~at j~~· ; ~~ • ; _:~; ~ ~c't 5~¥~~·:, '~ -:;~:~~~"; r 
su,n;:-.cr_ of hr::ctic. bu( fru~ tles~<·~:;;~:gaining that culminated _ln Hn!.)asse .:md --<~~f.:::_;~-.;~ 

. . ··· .... _,, .,. . . . __ ._. _ .. ,, _, .. --. -. __ -~ ~:_::.it;;;~---~=~~-:.;.~ .. ~:.:.-~:z::~,~ ~ :;-· r 
the de?-3•·ture in Octob~·r 1951 of Britis.h m.3nagers and t·~chnicians;': __ .· · ·; ~ ~~-~·::=_i_:r 

. . . .... .:· :.~::: ._ .... :-·.· .• '· :'' 
. ...... . . >·"< ~.·~ .. ·--~~::.-... · ' 

B:!c.Juse th-e tru.~ issue in the! dis,'1•Jte_ , .. .,s political, in that the .. ·· 
·J ------...... 

\-lith their o\.;n . ~ : 
..... -~ 

rnti cnap~m, t~•o 9overm"•:!nts lief"'! n~v~r able t':l understand 
· .. · 

.·. 
; •. -~'"!., . 

. . 
. -· ; . .'· ·- ~ .. ..:. 

. - I 

..... •,''':"' ~-



... -.--.:=. 

c .. nt~ .-.J~ ... ·-·-t;-t_.i-':; l).'"J: ... itic'\• 

. ~--:::~ . . - .. . . . . 
th?).r oil, :..-.;:re co;1v1nced that by hlri:'9 n"n-cnt1!".h tf!:.:rm1Clans and 

: . - .. 

t!1e Sri t ish, the Iranians se~med i rra ti on·:ll and wasteful; to the Iranians~ 

ni"!goti_aticns· \vere_ so unproductive a;1d mutuall:i frust_rc:.tfng that the 

British even consid~red milita~y intervention t~ seize Ab3dan, although. 

the st;ong ~·o~s_i bi 1 )_ty that tne Scv1 E!~ Urd c.;n wou1 d b.,.-,,!.:.e its 1921 treaty 

. ' vii th Iran to oppose sucn a Br1 t1 s.h rrv.:>ve served <tS an effective d~tcrrent. 

rhe le:;dlist\c appro.:~ch of the Bdtish s•:>V;.=rnn;ent, hhi'ch ~s the :najor 
·~ 

$tockholdcr in the AIOC regarded the oil con~essian as a treaty or, at 

the very t..::ast, ·an agreement bet'nleen nati.ons., Has to tuke the m.ltter first 

before t!Je Inte~nationat Ccurt of Justice and then to the Sec ud ~y Co_unc i1 
-:: "1. •• 

of the United »ations. 
-. --·. . -~. ~rn the end, ~he Sec~rity Council d~ferred to the 

. ·---~ ... - -.. .· .. _ -;. - . -
decision of the ICJ as to its o\.o.n jurisdicti.,n.J. <ind Hhen in Jun~ 1952: th~---

··.:~ -- -· - . 

court ruled that the ccnces.sion was not ·a treaty and hence not a pr,oper 
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. .:' . ' ·.. . ~ ·_. . . _-· __ ,_ .... ~_ ..... :~ ; ·::. . ·- . . . . . . .... . . - . . ... · ---~_.;-- .... :: .. :-:·-· . ~ 

r.,atter for. it to consider_, at 1 legal approaches ~o~ere exhausted.-. .-, The·.::;. :;~.·:<v.~.:C-· •• ·o 
-· .... ·.-..r:--:·-... •. ·- . ---- ... -·.- •"'!""·--·~ .... :.;..;..-.. • . - . ,. 

dispute w.3S at an impasse~ .. and by October '1952 di pl OiTI.::ttlC :>~l~-t-io~~ _;··,.:':.r~tJ~~~':.· i 
. . . . . . ~ .. ·· . : . :. 1 0 

between the· h•o· countd es ·\~ere broken off. · 
.· ;:-

--~ . .... _. ... -:. :·. . ......... - - ~ 

3. Iran ~nd U.S. Foreign Policy 

t:ni ted States foreign policy ·.~r.d·~r Presid·~nt i"ia•-ry Truoan has 

10 A more ddt~jled but still nece~sarity brief.Jescriptiqn of the oil· 
dispute i5 inclu~ed as Appen~ix 9 to this history. 

·:.:-
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~ ... ",·-.;;; ~ -.""' ·-·~r .: .. ~ . , . , ,· 
....... _._ 1\,~ n~,::.~~~~ ~,.•:(! r-·01 ~)~ -:· . 

Gn:.::ce: .:.:-ad T...,.-k,;>·-:--Ji1ll'itarily u:-td fin,:.nc1al1}'--aJ.lfnst the very rt:al 
: . 

t!-~r·:.~··3t of <;.j-, .. i:_»-t i'1S;Ji'-~~ ... s.lon. ?n9 s~·b·,.,~r-sion .. 
::--;.~ 

In assu~ing this burden, 

Tr~~~n ~~id in a ~essage delivered before Congress in ~arch 1947: 

I bel-ieve that it n-iust be the policy of the Unit~d States to 
supp0rt free pccples who a~e resisting attemb~ed subjugation by ~rmed 

• • • I t • • ' 
m1nor1tl~S or oy ou s1oe pressuresr 

I beli~ve that~ must assist f1·ce p•::!oples to work c·ut their 
own destinies in their own way. . 

I believe that our help ~hould be pd,:tadly through economic 
und fin<1ncit1l .-..id \·Jnici'l is es.so:mtial to economic stabi15tyand on.!erly 
poll t 1..:al pc~~-=-~s'i;~s. 

ft;e \-;or1.j is' •·ot static, and the status quo is no-t sacrc .. d. 
3ut ~--c c.::r:r.ot =~llow d·,:;;~ges-1n the. status-quo in violation of the 
Ch.;ctcr of t!~c United !-lations by su.ch··rr:et"r-;Q'(!5 as cc~rcion, or by 
suc.h subt~rfu~c!s as f.'olldcal infiltt·at1cn. In helping free' and 
ind~p~·:;;,::~~nt n.=:ti.:;~ns t·o :naintain th<!)r fn~~rl.Jrn, the United States 
'.-Jill be y~\·in9 ··ff.::ct to the principles of the Chartc::r ••• 

. Should ~"c f.>il to .aid Gre;~ce and Turkey in this fateful hour, ll 
the effect \-Jill be far-reac.h'ing to the \..J~st as \"'<'!ll <3S to the East •••• 

Usualiy cr.:ditc:d with odginat)ng the <::onta1n:r•~nt tl-leory behind the 

Trumt:.n rloctrine is (';eorge f. )<ennan, t-~ho in february 19'+6 as counselor" of 

the U. 
___ .... .,. _ .. :· .· · .... 

.-Jo ~--- .: •• 

in which he analyzed Sovi.et post\..,a( policyaims. )Hs .tel~gram struck .. 
. ; ... 

responsive chords in W~~hington; J~mes forre~tal, th~n Secret~~~-~f th~. 
·, 

~favy and later t.tle flrst Secretary_of Qf!fe_nse,··gav_e_the_.tel~gra~-Hi'~e: .:~::>··,-_··. 
. . . . _'·. - . ·_ .:·-~-~:--·_ ~-,_:'· ;··=.':",·~~- ~·=-~'--·: J;~tfEY.·:;~::~:..::±:?S·~:.: 

circul3tion within the national security burcauc_racy. \.'hen Kenoarf -- ·: ·· ···-:, .. 
·-·· .,- .. , .. 

r~ttJrned from his tour o~ duty· i_n Russi a, forr~stat S?onsor~d .hirn .. for._ 
.-. 

_ the P'-'s t of di rc-c tor oCfhe Nati-~~a1 \-lar col h~g~, · \-Jh<!r·e· he:~ ~ay~efd· .. for ---:::--

1 ess ~h:!n .. 1 

' . 
\ . e . - ... b ' ·.. . . ;. . '- - d c: 
~h;o, ore ~co.:nng ... ~.. o. Policy ?lanning Staff. 

'., 

·-- . ... . ... 
........ :"""·;----.-~~_:??~,~--~·-; --~·r-&·r.·~:~-~0~7f-~:··--; -~ 

~.- - .......... :.i •·. !. 
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tel;~gr .. ~m. _It.;.HdS ori::Jinally 'ovritten for fcrr:::stal in ,-~'::>p;:ll"l$1! to a . 
p~pr!r on .-1~,-x) !;,;;; .:;;-;d Soy-iet,. ;;e-wer 

-'"'~·--..... 

and 

K . 12 sent to , ennan for co::vr.ent. !n January I 947 1 Kennan addressed the Co~ncil 

on Foreign Relations_jn New York.on his views on the Soviet Unfon 3 and 

' ' c- • Aff • ..... H '1·.. c:· h " ... ' d ~~rei 9~ --~_.! ecn:cr •ui;,l ~,.on •·l S ;-\C!'!:'i\..i_ong a~:<e for a raper along 

the 1 i nes of the talk for pubi i ca~ ion 1 n that journa 1 ~ tha·n write 

another p~p~r, Kennan asked Forr~st~t's permission to publish the one he· 

with the request that • .. b • d l!..tll 1 ._ e s 1 gn~~ A • 

In the "X11 paper's c!:?scription of the of $ovict power, 

Kennan noted the innate antagonism between ~nc socialism that 

was deeply imbedded in the minds of Spvict 1e=1Jers. 

issumed that the ai~s of the ca•.Jit~'ll 1st >·i~.>rlri ·,.,.;:ire .>ntaaonistic to 
I . -

~oviet interests, and that, said Kennan 7 '~ne~ns that we are ~oing to 
·.·· ...... · 

:. . .t 

:.:. •· __ : ·-· ~ . - ~ . 
·continue for a long time to find the Russi.:;ns difficult to deai with.·" 

.. 
Thus, he continued, 11 ••• the m3in element of any u.s.· policy toward the 

Soviet Union must be that of a long-term, pa-tient but firm· and vigilant_~· .. 

I 

I . l 

-I 

f 
I 
i 
l 
I 

- I 
f 

f 
i 

~.' 

- contain•n<::nt of #ussi~n ·expan-si'.'e.' tencen~-i~s. 11 These could·~-,~o~t~1~~:-~/?:~:.::;;::::;_7:~:-.':.r 

"by th{orOlt-and vigi-lant application Of co"nter-forc'e at a series ,. ,:-y, ; 
- ... ; I' 

of_constantly shifting geograp~ical and political points, corres;>onding··,;..~~---· ~-

. . 

to the shifts und manocuvers of Soviet policy I but Hh.ich c::mnot be 

12 Huch of this background is t.lken frc•n John C. Donovcln,· Th~ Cold _ 
~~rdo_c~; O.C. He,1th & Co., Lexington, .~ass., Toi·onto, and lOiicoil'i-1974. 
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) 3 

;:_-:.L.::.·r ·;fa l.i"::~c tri n~; 
' 

he mer~ly c!es·~r l b~·d "·'hat HaS n.:'r'r"::n l ng. 
: 

fhat he did it \:ell, in a way 
I ,. 
I 

appro·,al of_<!.,. n'-!:·a':;;:; r of k~y 
-~ 

of the ti~Y- is 
i 

.I . 
obvious, but it was conti.,ued Soviet intransigence in pursuing openly 

North 
l 

f ~-aggr~ssive poli~ies that led to the U.S~ rcattion to the/Korean inv~sion 
1 
f in 1950, ~nd th~ Korean Wai in turn institutionalized lS a set of i : 
'-::: I. 

operation a 1 pre:ni s~s along these 11 nes: If . I r 

the 

A. The Soviet Union 'nC'uld.resor·t to military expansionism if i~ 
it \.-H;n: not _chr:ckcd by visio!e counten•airlng r.dlitary po•..~ar; - t

1
-·_ .. · 

B. Loc~l imbalances of military power which favored the 
So'<·il:.!ts or a Soviet S·::Jteilite would icad to furtheruKorcas.n; J·~ 

C. "Th_e !':'lost ..1ppetizing local- ir»~ance to the So·..,:iets '.'t3S t' 
in Ce:,tral f.ur·:>p~; · · -· ·; 

O. TI1e global ~alance of power would ~hift in favor of the 11 
Sc·.:L:ts if t~1e:y ~v.::;·e a!.:>le to S\·<allo\'-1 the rest of Central Europe, i.e ... ,.. p 
\le~t G•H1'1..:tny and t1ustria; only the Greco-Tuddsh flanks had such a 

1

:: 
critical function· for the balai1ce of po\-<er (Japan was next anost ( 
critical); 

t. local imbabnces in secondary and tertiary areas must not l: 
be neg!cct<id; the cap3oi tity and cle~irly CCii"l~unicated ~ill to defend 1 
\..'h.:\t~v~r ar~.:~s th~ Communists chose to" attac~ was necessary to prevent l 
them from picldng and chasing ea;;y t.3rgets for blackma.il..~':ld aggress~on.·l 
A number of small. terri.todal gr.abs could add up. to a critical alt.::ra-,-; 
tion of th.:! 'global balance, "arid our failure _to defend one' area would~ 
demo~aliz~ n~tionats in o~her ~uch localitie~ in their will to 
resist the Co:o~nlunists. 

It Has a:;a1nst this background of u.s:.• poli_cy and. planning that 
-.,:· . ~- .• .. -· .. - :·.-.~.---- .. ·. _:.:-:.:: ..... -:~:·-- .. -. ·~--= ·•: .. ·-···-:- ........ _,,.:~~~:::·~~!.::~~.,.!·~-~~ ' ..... ·-~-----~-7~.:-:=-;.·_,..:: --- ~-

of Ir~n in late 1952 v1as considered,··and .altho.ugh._O\-Iight 0_ •• :.:;.:._;::-~:_: 
... --~-.:- .. :. . .. -- -:-;~·-":>---~.:::_:_:.-.:·::.~i~,-~_-·_;·:.:_ ._-::· ~:- .. --.--·. 

.. ·: .... :-~t-~ ... - ~ .~ 

13 In 1;:.\tcr years, ·.-~rit'ing in his 'nemoirs--1925-SO~ .. I<.ennan .said that·-. 
the X art'icle.'s. most scd.ous.def~ct ,;~s .11 the fail~re ·to·_,nakP. clear _that. 
what I \'i?.S talking ~;b~ut' when"! man.iion'.7!d the 'contal'm;l~nt 'of ~oviet"'po~..-er"
\'ldS.not the containment by military mr~~ns of a militarYthreat but the 
P<?lltica1 ccn::ainm~nt of a politic<l1 thr·~at. 11 Hnatever svch hindsight 
is \•~rth, Ko:nnan 1 s Herds ·,.;e:re ·;;·::n<;rally tak<.!n to m~an political and 
military CC>nt.3\n;.~i!nt.on .:1 universal scale. · . --

14 In 11Thrt>c Con\n•"!nts on the 'X' .Article," by \.1. Ave(ell _rinr_d,":m, 
r~rthur Kroi.:k, . .und .D!!,in ."'ich~~on, £:9..r_~i~~ PoHCl 1 }~o. 7_, .suc:"~~r 197~· 

15 In. tho! view of Seyo;n !Jr.Jw;"J in Tl~ F.r.~-:~ ~-f ?o\~~,.; .ConstatlC>: and· 
Ch;m __ :;_~ '\.n u._~. £2c:=_i2 ~?15_ c_t.J.!:;~":~ Trcm~~ .to J,~~nso•_!; c~ 1 umbi ~ Uni Vt:rs i ty 

rre~Sj ::c~ Yorq. ~ ~OI'dvntJ~~(G:;·;~/~' - .' . . _ _. ,.. 
- . ·-·--·· . ·-.. ·..;, . . : ... ·~:::;;.·: 

c :..)··:. 
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r.:?luctant; we had bdcked the Irani~n 

t :, ...... 
""' 

' Russi<:;.is were 

Our state!nents at th.lt time probably 

'::ood to dnl.l eng•"! 

1n the r:or th. 

the 
as 

grew into a bitter Jispute 7 t~e Unit~ci States found itself C3ught. in 

the middle of ~n ~rs~ment its 
. ' 

•J,;de~dC\l•:loped t\; ddl e to ~hich it w~s providing military 

a rC'suit, th~ u.s. 

r.:cdiator but ,-ather as an hon.!st bcol<.er. <>tt~:np~ing to bring clients 

Secr~tary of --

State,· Dean Acheson, had proposedl_~ in July 1951 that the _?.tcsidant 

send Averell H.:1rri1nan, his foreign potlcy ~dviser,' to fenran to'reopen. 
-

n~gotiations. !Jespi te. vj o 1 ent anti -.1\m~d can doting by Tuceh the day 

he arrived, H.uriman did get the two sides talking again, but to little 

.1vail. 

, , 
\..'hen the Sri t ish brou~ht the case :,er,ore the Secur"i ti Counci t 

in Dctob~r 1951, Mosadcq argued Ir~n's position befor~ the Council; 

aftcri'lard, he visited Washington c:and met ~-.i th Tru•nan and..:\ cheson, but 

their talks ca:r.e no closer to n.~aching a basis for scttlc:;,:::nt. · 

16 As rac~untaJ in Ach~son'$ story of his ye~rs at St3te, Present at 
the E.~.::.~-~.5-~.'!.r 'rl.'rl. Norton.~ Co.; ~~i:'.J rork; 1969; pp. 1;99-51\ a-n-(f6ao:E.35~ 
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By the ~nd of 1951 th~ Conservdtives, under 

tote fn.:st.r•:>ted by Iran, and :•:os~d~q's position., incr-~asing1y_ d~pendent 

on TuJeh sup~ort, grew mor~ precarious. 
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